
The average rate of blood donation in Iran, two-times 
higher than other countries in the region 
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WBDD commemoration in 

Tehran 

Special Points: 

 Mashhad to establish 

the first blood collection 

centers for female blood 

donors 

Blood donation of wushu 

players  on WBDD 

IBTO representative par-

ticipate in global ceremo-

ny of WBBD 

World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) was celebrated in Tehran with participation of 
IBTO authorities and pioneer blood donors. 

On his welcoming remarks, the Director of Iranian Blood Transfusion Organization 
(IBTO) stated that More than 2 million and 100,000 thousands of blood were col-
lected during the last year in Iran; of which 56% were collected through regular 
blood donation. We have more than 500,000 regular blood donors in Iran who do-
nate at least two times a year. Said Dr. Pourfathollah. 

“While the rate of blood donation in Iran is almost twice comparing to the other 
countries in the region, IBTO aims to increase the share of regular blood donation 
up to 90% in order to address the challenge of aging population who on average 
consume 70% of globally produced blood”. He added. 

“Hopefully we managed to meet main part of our needs to IVIG, albumin and F VIII 
from our surplus plasma through contract fractionation, while more than 9.5 million 
liters of plasma is wasted throughout the world annually. Last year, 1 million and 
100,000 thousands units of plasma were used for producing plasma-derived medi-
cines which saved considerable currency reserves. Also, by establishing and expand-
ing the comprehensive blood donation centers, we hope to meet our total needs 
from domestically produced plasma.” He explained. 

The ceremony was followed by the remarks 
of Dr. Tabatabaei , the Manager of Tehran 
Blood Transfusion Center who announced 
that two new comprehensive blood donation 
center have been established in Tehran in 
past months and another two centers will be 
inaugurated very soon. 

The celebration was ended by appreciating 

blood donors who recorded more than 100 

times of donations. 

http://www.ibto.ir


IBTO Managing Director presents Iran’s experience in 
thalassemia prevention at 35th International Congress of 

the ISBT 
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Iranian 

experts 

participated 

in the 

Congress with 

two oral and 

36 poster 

presentations.  

The 35th International Congress of the ISBT was held during Jun 02 - 06, 2018 at Toron-
to, Ontario, Canada.  

Iranian experts participated in the congress with two oral and 36 poster presentations. 
Dr. Pourfathollah as an invited speaker shared the experience of Iran on the prevention 
and management of red blood cell alloimmunization in thalassemia.  

Blood donation by wushu players in commemoration of 
WBDD all over Iran 

In his presentation, Dr. Pourfathollah 
explained the history and current status 
of thalassemia in Iran and briefed partic-
ipants on the national thalassemia pre-
vention plan which was started since 
1997. He mentioned that although there 
are some strategies to reduce the risk of 
RBC alloimmunization, finding compati-
ble RBC units for patients with thalasse-
mia has remained a big challenge. Finally 
he recommended some strategies to 
manage the alloimmunization in Iran. 

Dr. Pourfathollah also gave another scientific presentation on: “Neuropeptide: A 
potent proliferative agent in hematopoietic stem cells ex-vivo culture” in the cellu-
lar therapy session. 

Based on an agreement signed between IBTO and National Wushu Federation, each 
year wushu players participate actively on WWBD and National Blood Donation Days 
to promote the culture  of blood donation among society especially young people. 

Yazd Alborz 

Hormozgan 

http://www.ibto.ir
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Mashhad to establish the first blood collection centers for 
female blood donors  The latest 

achievements  

of IBTO were 

presented at 

annual 

congress of 

AATM 

IBTO representative participate in global ceremony of WBBD 

The first special blood collection center for female blood donors will be established in 
Mashhad with collaboration of the Khorasan Razavi Health Charity Foundation. 

On the occasion of WBDD, IBTO’s authorities and the Foundation reached an agree-
ment to establish and equip the center. In addition, it is agreed to form the non-
governmental association of women in order to promote blood donation. The associa-
tion will design and implement plans and programmes to enhance women’s social 
contribution in blood, platelet and plasma donation and raise awareness among them. 

 IBTO will host 

the XIVth  

AATM annual 

Congress in 

Tehran  Dr. Abbas Sedaghat, the Manager of Blood Donor Recruitment of IBTO was invited to 
participate in the global ceremony of WBDD which was held in Greece, the Hellenic 
National Blood Centre.  

Representatives from World Health Organization, International Society of Blood 
Transfusion, International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations and invited rep-
resentatives from different countries participated in the event. 

Dr. Sedaghat shared the experience of IBTO in recruitment of volunteer blood donors 

and its new achievements in reducing the number of first blood donors and increas-

ing the rate of regular blood donation with other participating countries.  

He also presented recent activities of IBTO including the 2nd International Festival 

on Blood Donation which will be held during the National Blood Donation week from 

23-30 August, 2018. 

First women 
association of 
blood donors 

will be 
formed in 
Mashhad  

In addition, a pre-hospital blood bank is also going to be established in Mashhad. Con-

sidering the high number of pilgrims to Mashhad, the blood bank aims to meet the de-

mands of wounded people in road accidents. 

http://www.ibto.ir


 Commomoration of World Blood Donor Day in different provinces of Iran  
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